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Y Wing: to: You, andthe reſt of” our 
; Brethren.at this. time, is accaſion'd by a 
: ſenſible. growth ofiVice and Prophaneneſs, 
mM, bo Nation: which, to the pgreat-Af- 
AJ roar of all good men, APPEALS agg.on'y 
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this with a boldneſs andapennels, far. = the exam- 
ples. of; paſt, times,; ſo that-if, a ſpeedy ſtop be not put- 
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diligence have been very. evident of late years. ., But in 
ſome Parts that are more remote, all of them may not 
ſo well underſtand either'the Arts 6r the Induſtry y of theſe 
Enemies of Religion : And therefore I thoughr it a Duty 
incumbent on the Station wherein Providence has placed 
me, to deſire of You, andthe reft of our Brethren to warh 
the Clergy under your Care, of theſe. attempts againſt 
Religion and Virtue; and to excite them to a Diligence 
proportionableto the Danger; andtoſuggeſt to them luch 
Methods as are moſt likely tro work a'GenerahReformation 

With this requeſt, - I ſend'You ſuch Particulars as, in 
my Opinion, are very necelfary to beipreſled To your 
Clergy for the attaining ſo deſirable an End. 


[. That in their own haha: and tis "FSWHED of 
their own Families, they would make themſelves Examples 
of a ſober and regular Converſation. ' It is the Apoſtles 
Reaſoning, If a man know not bow to rule his own houſe 
(and much more his own Life and Aftions) bow ſhall he 
take care of the Church of God? Thetrue method of work- 
ing a Reformation abroad, 1sto lay the foundation at home; 
which alone can give our Reproof# a juſt Weight and Au- 
thoriry : but till that isdone, no Exhortations, whether 1 1n- 
publick or private, can either be offer'd with deceney,o or 
receiv d with reverence. 

IE. To Piety,' they ſhould add Prudence in all "BY 
Aftions andBehaviour: which even in Private Chriſtians. | 
is a great Ornament to Religion ; but in Publick Teachers © 
1s a moſt neceſſary quatification for the due diſcharge of 


their 
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their Miniſtry: A Milareſs of temper, with a Gravityand 
Calmneſs in ic Converſation, will not failto gain them a 
general Love and Eſteem among their Neighbours: and a 
LiferverCaitionn? in their Words and Aions, will preſerve 
themy from thoſe little Imprudences that are ſometimes ſo 
ſenſible ari Obſtru&ion to the good Endeavours, of .-well- 
meaning Men. Perſons in Holy Orders are not only bound, 
in the condud of their Lives, to conſider what is lawful 
or unlawful ix it ſelf, but alſo whatis decent orindecent 
in Them, With reſpe&t to their CharaSer and Funfzon ; 
Abſtaining from all appearance of evil; and gtvinrz no Of- 
fenee in any thing, that the Mini uf) 'S; not blamed, 
HI. WhileOur Enemies are ſo very induſtrious in ſeek- 


ing'out Obje&tions againſt the ChriſtianReligion, it be- 
comes the Clergy (who are ſer apatt for the Vindication of 


it) tobe no les diligent 1 in their Preparations for 1tsDe- 
fence: By acquainting themſelves thorowly with the ra- 
tional groundsof Chriſtianity, and the true ſtate of ſuch 
Points as are the SubjeQs of our preſent Controverlies; 
together with the ObjzeQHions which are uſually made by 
our Adverſaries of all Tidlts and theEffeQual Anſivers that 
have been returned to chem by ſo many Eminent Writers 
of our own Church: That (o they may be ready, onall 
occaſions, to do juſtice and honour | to our Religion; and 
be able to expo ot. the folly and 1 ISNOFANnCe of thele Gain- 
ſayingMen. The Caule which God has putintoour hands, 
15 un oubtedly good; but the beſt cauſe, may, ſuffer by 
the weaknels of its Advocate:: and when this happens 1n; 
the matter of Religion, it gives, the Adverſary, an occa- 
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ſion of Triumph, and is Kagger thelaich even of © 
fincere and unprezudic:d: Yr egg 

TV. Ir were to bewifht, that che Clergy of every 
Neighbourhood, would agree wpanfrequent Mertings, to 
confale for the good of Religion in general, and to ad- 
viſe with one another about any difiqulties that may hap- 
pen in their Tr By what dhe acy any Eval 
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diſcharge of their own duty. 


V. It would very much 
Endeavours of this OY gain over the 
have the greateſt Eſteem and Anthority in their 
hearty concern Dok honour of Godand Religion 
quently ſuggeſting to them the Ob] 
them to be Examples to © 
itis in*their power to do, by ſetting a Pattern 
of regular living, and the unſpeakable miſchief of their 
irregular behaviour. For if once the better Sort cari be 
brought to ſuch 'a Seriouſnefs and Sobriery, the reſt will 
more eaſily follow ; Example being the moft 
ſtrudion ; and Expert 
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us, notto makeuſeof them when all other Methods have 
been tried to little or no Effet; 

VIL Every PiousPerſon of the Laity, ſhould, ifneed be, 
be put in mind by the Clergy, that he ought tothink him- 
[ett obliged to uſe his beſt endeavours to have ſuch Of- 
fenders puniſhed by. the C:2il Magiſtrate, ascan noother- 
wile be amended. And, that when he hears his Neigh- 
bour ſwear or blaſpheme the Name of God, or ſees him of- 
tendin drunkenneſs or prophanation of the Lords Day, he 
ought not to neglect to give the Magiſtrate Notice of it: 
In ſuch a Caſe to be called an Informer, will be ſo far 
from making any Man Odious in the Judgment of Sober 
Perſons, that it will tend to his honour, when he makes 
It appear by his unblameable behaviour;:and the carehe 
takes of Himfelf and his own Family, that he doth it pure- 
ly for the glory of God, and the good of his Brethren. 
Such well diſpoſed perſons as are re{olved upon this,ſhould 
be encouraged to meet asoft as they can, and toconſult 
how they may. moſt diſcreetly and eftetually managg 
It in the /places where they live. 

VII. Asin reforming the Laity, they ought to uſe the 
Aſſiſtance of the Civil Magiſtrate ;, ſoif any oftheir own 
Bretbren be. an irregular Liver, -and cannot bereclaimed 
by brotherly Admonition, the neighbouring Clergy ſhould 
be ſtrictly enjoyned tomake it known to their Dzzceſar, 
either by themſelves or the Archdeacon, or by fome other 
convenient way. Thatſothe Offender may be Admoniſht 
to live ſuitably to his Character; and if a/bare'A@moniti- * 
on will not do, he may be-proceeded againſt by Ectleſta- 


ſtica 


C3 
ſtical Cenſures; tor the. preventing ſuch Scandals and wr, 
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chiefs, as will always accompany the irregular Life of a 
Miniſter. of the Goſpel. 

IX. And whereas the Foundations of Pzety and Mo- 
rality are beſt laid at the beginning, in the Religious Edu- 
cation of Children ;, I cannot but wiſh that every oneof 
the Parochial Clergy would be very diligent in Catechifing 
the Children undertheir Care ; andnot only fo, but.in 
calling upon them afterwards, as they grow up, to give 
ſuch further Accounts of their Religion, as may be ex- 
pected. from a riper Age. That being thus carcfully 
inſtrued inthe Faith and Duty of a Chriſtian, they alſo 
may teach their Children the ſame; and {o Pzety, Virtue, - 
and Goodneſs, may for ever flouriſh in our Church.,,and 
Nation. _. a 

Theſe Directions with ſuch others of the ſame. nature 
as will occur to you, Idefire may be Tranſmitted by you 
to the Clergy of your Diaceſe; for. the Religious Go-. 
vernment 0 eve: and their People, in thele dan». 
gerous Times. So commending you and them to .the 


Bleſſing of God, I reſt 
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]. Norwich. 


To theReverend the Archdeacons 
of the Diceceſe of Norwich. 
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